
WALTER SISULU UNIVERSITY

www.wsu.ac.za@ Wa l t e r S i s u l u U n i

FACULTY OF NATURAL SCIENCES NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2025

Albert Modi,
Executive Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences



FACULTY OF NATURAL SCIENCES NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025

1

Contents

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..................................................................................................................2

ADMINISTRATION ........................................................................................................................2

TEACHING AND LEARNING ...........................................................................................................4

RESEARCH AND INTERNATIONALISATION .....................................................................................6

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ..........................................................................................................9

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT.............................................................................................................10

NOTICES ...................................................................................................................................10



FACULTY OF NATURAL SCIENCES NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025

2

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

I wish to thank all staff and students for the tenacity shown in June. Our ability to work together is shown in a num-
ber of ways:
i. We completed all the teaching and learning activities within the period of academic extension by the university.
ii. We completed examinations in Potsdam before the end of June as prescribed.
iii. We are ready to start examinations on 30 June as planned.

The efforts of our academic staff could not be realised without the extensive support of our administration staff. Our 
success in research and community engagement continues as expected. We remain hopeful that our plans to improve 
in all areas of operations prescribed by the university remain on track. Positive feedback from external stakeholders, 
partners and collaborators gives more confidence.

ADMINISTRATION
As expected, our major focus has been to communicate effectively with the university directorates to facilitate imple-
mentation of existing plans. Notable is the accelerated effort by the faculty administrators to develop new initiatives.  
The following success stories are worth highlighting:
i. The Faculty Administration Officer, Ms Nokuzola Dangazele confirmed that all modules are ready for examinations. 

Assessments are done, examination papers have been submitted, examination moderators have been appointed. 
All our students should be ready for examinations.

ii. The Student Academic Advisor, Ms Okuhle Nkondlwana provides counselling guidance in the office and in resi-
dences, where she provided study time snacks. In addition to responding to questions, she developed a question-
naire to determine pre- and post-examination readiness. This will be used to facilitate communication with staff 
and students about mitigation of risks (Figure 1)

iii. Dr Alfred Mapfumo, Academic Staff Development Advisor, organised and facilitated two workshops to enhance 
assessment and moderation knowledge for staff(Figure 2).
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Figure 1. Student support services.

Figure 2. Staff development workshop
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TEACHING AND LEARNING
It is good to know that the average performance of our FTENS (First Time Entry Students) for 2025 is not disappointing, 
although we have a few dropouts (Figure 3). 

60

75

40

58

46

60

44
53

69

53
57

51

69
61

45

74

0

10

20
30

40

50

60
70

80

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

W6
40
01

D
P 

m
ar

ks
 (%

)

Selected students

A. MATHEMATICS 1

5

69686970
59

72
66676963

81

0

55

72
82

61

74
8083

58
67

82

63

25

57

72
7879

57

0

82

7070
6567

50
40

0

78

65

77

51

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

W
64

00
5

W
64

01
1

W
64

01
1

W
64

01
7

W
64

01
7

W
64

01
7

W
64

00
5

W
65

00
1

W
64

01
7

W
64

01
1

W
65

00
1

W
65

00
1

W
64

01
7

W
65

00
1

W
64

01
1

W
64

00
5

W
64

01
1

W
64

01
1

W
64

01
1

W
64

00
5

W
64

01
1

W
64

01
7

D
P 

m
ar

ks
 (%

)

Selected students

B. ZOOLOGY 1
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C. CHEMISTRY 1

Figure 3. Randomly selected first year students marks before June examinations.
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Our faculty  represents WSU among fifteen institutions sharing a grant (ca. €800 000 )to initiate a Master of Science 
degree by course work virtually starting this year for full implementation in 2026. The programme is called SAMOS. It is 
funded by the European Union (Table 1).

Table 1. WSU is one of 15 institutions funded to deliver SAMOS

Module Name Module 
Code

Semester/
Year Offered

Credit 
Value

NQF 
Level

Core Modules:
Whole-of-systems approach to ocean sustainability MOST510 Year 1, Sem 1 20 9

Dynamics of African marine ecosystems MAME510 Year 1, Sem 1 20 9

Quantitative skills for ocean sciences MQSO510 Year 1, Sem 1 20 9

Ocean Sciences Research Project MORP510 Year 2 90 9

Elective Modules:

Select any 3 (three) modules. 3 x 10 credits =30 credits
Advanced data analysis MADA410 Year 1, Sem 2 10 9

Modelling MOSM510 Year 1, Sem 2 10 9

Research tools and technologies MRTT510 Year 1, Sem 2 10 9

Assessing impacts and change MAIC510 Year 1, Sem 2 10 9

The blue economy MBEC510 Year 1, Sem 2 10 9

Current issues under global change MCGC510 Year 1, Sem 2 10 9

Total credits 180
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RESEARCH AND INTERNATIONALISATION
Congratulations to Professor Niba on his inaugural lecturer and farewell to former HOD of MSC (Figure 4). The Faculty 
Higher Degrees and Research Committee continues to monitor progress in our plans to publish the 2024 Honour’ 
projects and encourage all MSc and PhD students to publish research outcomes before graduation. This month FNS 
received good news about our staff obtaining improvement in NRF ratings (Figure 5). The faculty publication record will 
be matched by quality. This month we received evidence of this evolving ethos, which will accelerate FNS contribution 
to the impact of WSU nationally and globally (Figures 6 and 7).

Figure 4. Professor Niba presented inaugural lecture and farewll to Chrispin Kabuya
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Figure 5. Faculty professors improved NRF rating. 
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Figure 6. Faculty aims to introduce and accelerate the ethos of research impact.

Figure 7. Faculty Executive Dean at the launch of AAS-NAAS (Africa-India) agreement in June 2025.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The Faculty of Natural Sciences continues to reach out to the communities through its research centres (Figure 8). There 
are also plans to expand research-led community engagement  (Figure 9).

Figure 8. Monitoring and evaluation event for the WSU-UNDP GEF AGP Village Economy (Food Security) project, Port 
St Johns,  June 26.

Figure 9. Proposed SANBI GCF Project
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
The Faculty of Natural Sciences is working with SRC to implement the WSU 2024 World Food Day resolution to address 
student food in security (https://youtu.be/wcGj_yzfri0) . A meeting held on 25 June 2025 was attended by SRC 
representatives from all faculties in Mthatha and produced a plan of “creativity – collaboration – collision’ nexus by 
students across WSU campuses (Figure 10) . The business model for student entrepreneurship “GreenGrow” will be 
launched on World Food Day 2025, 16 October 2025. From now, the students will work on gaining participation of WSU 
students in residences, WSU faculties and public-private institutions in Eastern Cape, South Africa and globally.

Figure 9. WSU students plan to launch GreenGrow for entrepreneurship in 2025.

NOTICES

HELTASA Annual (un)Conference 2025: unconference 2025 | HELTASA
INDIGENOUS SCIENCE NETWORK: https://research.acer.edu.au/isn/vol26/iss1/1/
BIOINFORMATICS COURSES: These free online bioinformatics courses will give you a better understanding of the 
importance of storing, retrieving, and analysing large amounts of biological information BioInnovate Africa - BioInnovate


